PLUS RESULTS 



PLUS, like MAYA, returns the patents in ranked descending order of 
closeness (best one first). However, when the numbers are returned 
by East and West searches, they are re-ranked numerically. We 
recommend that examiners print out their _LIST.txt file for a handy 
reference to consult while looking at results on line. That file shows 
the patents in their original relevance ranking, best one first. 

Caveat: The _QUAL.txt file shows the numbers in original ranking, 
too, but also gives their "closeness" quotient. If the top numbers all 
have the same quotient, they may be all nearly equally good. 



Information provided by Dave Trafton 02/09/00 



How to Use Your PLUS Results: 
For Examiners 

By David L Trafton - Lockheed Martin 
October 28. 1999 

What is PLUS? 

PLUS utilizes a component of the BRS search system at the PTO. It accepts a word frequency list of 
the words in a patent application and performs a search for the most closely related patents. This type 
of search is known as "QBE", or Query by Example. A patent application or any other disclosure, 
including a patent, provides the example that is searched for. 

There are considerable advantages to PLUS searching: 

• You do not have to expend undue effort preparing the searches, A search can be performed before 
you even review the application - a true "PLUS". 

• The results tend to be quite good. The system appears to perform somewhat better than the 
MAYA search system previously available from Electronic Data Systems. 

• PLUS searches return a wealth of classification information. By looking at the provided summary 
of classifications for found patents, you can develop a useful search strategy for manual or other 
automated searching. 

• The patent numbers returned to you are provided in a text file in a format ready to copy and paste 
into a WEST or EAST search window for exceptionally easy review. 



There are some limitations of this PLUS system: 

• You have to deliver your application file to the PLUS search specialist to be scanned and 
submitted for searching. 

• Words are searched for out of context. 

• Not every word submitted will be searched for. There is a stop word list of nearly 100 words that 
, is used by the system to remove those words from the search. The process additionally selects 

only up to 128 of tlie remaining words to use in its search. 

• Additional word limitations are imposed by the present interface. If you want to search for 
words having fewer than 2 or more than 50 characters in them, or words with numbers in 
them, you must designate them as ""Manual Keywords" on your order form. 

• Patents containing more different words being sought are given a higher "rank", whereas the total 
numbers of each search word appearing in a patent have a smaller effect on ranking. It is possible 
that very large patents will rank higher than an actual patent being searched if the word list is very 
small and the word repetitions in the patents are very frequent. 

• Only words appearing in the Title, Abstract, Background and Brief Summary of an application are 
used in formulating search queries. This has been found to yield die best results. 

• Currently, searches take about 20 minutes to perform on the PTO computer. About 20 searches 
per hour can be performed during hours of low usage of the computer for other purposes. Search 
times are expected to drop substantially as equipment and processes are upgraded. 

How and when do I get my search results? 

Our goal is to provide search results the next working day. This depends upon system performance 
and search backlog. The results will be contained in 6 text files that will be provided on a diskette 
returned with the application. 
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3. How d I use my PLUS search results? 

o Insert the diskette into your workstation's a: drive and view the files with Notepad or other word 
processor. 

o The nnnnhnnn_V/DS.txt file contains the word frequency list submitted to BRS for searching. 

o The nrtnnnnnn_Q{JAL,ixt file is provided because it shows the "closeness factor" supplied by 
PLUS for each patent. You will probably not need to use this file. 

o The file named nnnnrtnnnJLlSTAxt contains a list of the patent numbers in their original ranking 
as provided by PLUS. You should print this file because it niay be useful for notations and for 
utilizing the ranking in your evaluation. Other PTO search systems return patents ranked in 
numerical order - not necessarily order of relevance. This document may serve as a search record. 

o Print out the file named nnnnnnnn_CVS,ixi, This document can serve as a guide to further 
searching by indicating the classes and subclasses most pertinent to your application disclosure. 

o Transfer patent numbers from PLUS into a WEST or EAST search window as follows: 



Using WEST 

(a) Start up WEST and go to the Edit User Profile screen. Use the following settings: 
Number of Documents to be Displayed 50 ' 

Default Database US Patents Full-Text Database 

Default Printer (whatever) 

Search Plurals OFF 

Relevance Ranking OFF 

Search History Order Descending 

Show Search Details OFF 

Default Search Operator OR 

Display Format US Patents Full-Text Database: 

Review (REV) 

(b) Click on Save. 

(c) Select Freeform Search. 

(d) Open the file named /i/f/i/i/in/rn_WEST.txt in Notepad. This file contains the returned 
patents in 50-patent search query format for WEST. WEST can accept up to 100 patent 
numbers in a search query, but remember that the ranking is lost, and the first 50 will be 
closer than the next 50, and so forth. Copy the first group of 50 numbers including 
parentheses and the ".wku." onto the clipboard by highlighting it with the mouse and pressing 

ctrw:. 

(e) Paste your query copied from Notepad into the Term window by pressing Ctrl-V. 

(0 For a neat summary of each patent, the REV display formal has been found to be very 

convenient. You can type in any format you choose, but be wary of requesting a full display 
of many patents because downloading them all takes a long time and the browser might fail if 
more than 50 large patents are requested at once. 

(g) Select Search. 

(h) Click on the resulting L# link. 

(i) When the patent data are displayed, you may jump from one to the next by using Netscape's 
Edit/Find in page command and typing in "Document ID" then selecting Find next. 

(j) To take a detailed look at any patent that looks interesting, just click on the Full button at the 
bottom of the review text. 
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The following screens illustrate some key points in using WEST with your PLUS results. 



WEST 



Main Menu 



■ WEST Database Functions 



• Freefonn Search 

• Stnictured Search 

• Dictionary Search 

• Classificadon Search 

• Thesaurxis Search 

• Coflectjons 

• Show S Numbers 

• £<iit S Numbers 

• Edit User PtoQe 



■ Classification Infobase Resources 

• Classification Definitions 

• Qassifications Arranged Numerically 

• Index to Classification 

• International Patent Classification 

• Locarno Classification 

• Manual of Classification 

• USPC to IPC Concordance 



Database Support Functions 
Derwcnt Manuals 



WEST Main Screen 



WEST 



Freeform Search 



Database:| ^^^Jf^^J^zT^^^^^'L 



Tenxu 



0S764889 0S737S82 0S7S83 14 0S737421 
05774551 05768379 05742756 0573 6932 
05745754 05752246) ,¥)cu. 



I^i^lay IHHIIj I^ocuments in Display Format: | ti j 
Generate: C ffit List ^ Hit Count C Imaee 



Main Menu Shov*/S Numbers Edi! S numbers 



WEST Search Input Screen 
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WEST 



Edit WEST User Pr flie for User: westOB 



Number of Docuraentf to b.DupUyed (io 
Oerauit Databut 
Default Ptinter 
Searcb Fhirais 
Relerajice Ranking 
Search Hirtory Order fDcsccadag j 

Show Search Detailt [opf 
Default Search Operator | OR 



I US Patcnu Fufl-Tea Danbajc 
|«P2.1 100^ad_CSC Test Bed 3 



jors 



DB Name 



Pitcott FoD-Text Daubue 



jJPO Abrtnctt Database 



So 



Abstract! Database 



jlBM Technical Disclosure Bufletns 

Patents lodex 
jAU Foftign Pitent Abstracts Databases 



igPAB •'•EPAB DWPI ) 
|a11 Databases 




WEST Profile Screen 
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Using EAST 

(a) After starting the EAST application, select the BRS form from the tabs at the bottom of the 
forms window. This form will accept up to 50 patent numbers at a time. 

(b) Open the file named /i/i///in/fnn_EAST.txt in Notepad. This file contains the patent numbers 
formatted into groups of not more than 50 and including the search command syntax. Select a 
block of patent numbers including the "(" at the beginning and the ").pn." at the end of the 
block. Paste the selection into the form window by right-clicking the mouse on the BRS 
window and selecting Paste from the menu. 

(c) Click the mouse on List. A search for the numbers will show under the Pending label in the 
left column in the EAST window. When the search is done, an L number will appear under 
the Active label in the left column. 

(d) Right-click the mouse on the L # returned and click Open. 

(e) You might arrange a convenient window arrangement that allows you to see the list of patent 
numbers along with the text and/or image of each patent. Then, you can select the patent 
from the list and view it in the text and image windows. To arrange this, select Window from 
the menu, then Browser Layout Option. Choose the window arrangement that suits you 
best. Then, click on a window and from the View menu choose Details View. This will 
display the patent number list in that window. Select another window for text, and from the 
View menu choose Text View. For image display in a selected window, from the View menu 
choose Image View. 

You will probably develop ways of using EAST that are more efficient for your tastes, but the 
described method should get you started. The following screens illustrate some of the key points. 
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Drafts 

Pending 
Active 
Faii«d 
Saved 
Favorites 
UDC 
Queue 
Trash 




5028749 
50697S9 
S8490S2 
3864137 
S641S84 
5509993 
5173766 
4893618 
5683647 
4616766 
4735665 
5338773 
4132755 
5900180 
5763037 
4138266 
4162238) .pn. I 



EAST BRS Fomat P/N Entry Screen 
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C? Orafca 
' 0 Pending 



(-w? Far 
^ Sav 



flpan 



" Si Fav 


04 


O UDC. 


Copy _ 


' ^ Ou« 




' 0 Tra 








Queu* 





.«J_J 



S0697S9 
S849Q52 
3864137 
5641564 
SS09993 
5173766 
4893618 
5683647 
4616766 
4735665 
5338773 
4132755 
59Q0180 
5763037 
4138286 
4162238) . pn. 



Select the L# to View 



aiEAST Biomei • LI |50) lS705237n4^.. I US 5767188 A I Teg S 1 Doc; 7/50 
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9..,v>r 



11 iv 



14 



16 iii 



17 = 



18;^ 



20S 



21'^" 



22 



23^^ 



24 



25^ 
26^ 



HiBMIB V«M« Toobtf 



Toab«f 



I Kind <^ 



US 5688860 *a" 
US"5?9364T~A~ 

us"s64iseT~A' 

us 5S9462'6 V 
US5SS7150 V 
US*5509993"a' 
lis" 5434750 V 
Us's'4d999*6V 
lis' 5409777 a' 



us 5399637 A 

us'slfa??! V 

US~5252694 V 



US 5244776 A 



US S240656 A 



US S197183 A 
US~5173766~a" 



US-PAT-MO: 5767166 
DOCUMENT- IDENTIFIER: US 576718^ 
TITLE: Composition for s«al b« ^> 
tip seal for scroll type compre C 
DATE -IS SUED: June 16, 1998 'J^ 
INVENTOR- INFORMATION: ^ 
NAME CITY i: 

Shiiaokusuzono; Talcumi Inabe- ^ 
Matsumoto; Jiro Yoldcai.U 
ASSICTiEE INFORMATION: 
NAME CITY 
NTN Corporation Osaka 
AP PL-NO: 8/ 846495 %: 
DATE FILED: May 8, 1997 | 
PARENT -CASE: % 
This application is a continuat,(v 
Apr. 4, 1995, now abandoned. 
rOREIGN-APPL- PRIORITY- DATA: 

FORE X<3I- PRIORITY: "l 
FOREIGN- PRIORITY- AP PL-NO: JP 
FORE IGN- PRIORI TY-AP PL-DATE : 
INT-CL: [6] C0eK003/04-- 
US-CL-ISSUED: 524/502,524/514 , 
US-CL-CURRENT: 524/502,524/514 
FIELO-Oe- SEARCH: 52 4/ 514; 52 4/ 53 



REF-dTED: 

PAT -NO 
4370292 
4935473 
5131827 
5216079 



U.S , 

ISSUE- DATE 

January 1983 , 
June 1990 
July 1992 
June 1993 
l^BH February 1996, 

ART-UNIT: 151 ] 
PRDfARY-eXAMINER: Glass; Mary, 
ATTY-AC0IT-FIRM: Nikaido Mans el . 
ABSTRACT: 

Compositions for a tip seal 



jcssas? ******** Si; £i S^i\ r w 



Choosing Display Content for A Window 
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